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A 

BILL 

TO 

Improve the position of Tenants in Towns in Ireland. 

B e it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

5 Compensation for Improvements. 

1 . — (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a tenant of a 
holding to which this Act applies, may, on quitting his holding, be 
entitled to claim, in the prescribed manner, compensation to be 
paid by the landlord in respect of ail improvements on his holding 
10 made by him or his predecessors in title, which have added to the 
letting value of the holding. 

(2) In the event of any dispute between a landlord and a 
tenant with regard to a claim for compensation under this section, 
such dispute, unless the parties agree to refer it to arbitration, shall 
15 be determined hy the court in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act, and the court in awarding such compensation to the tenant 
in respect of such improvements, may, in reduction of the tenant’s 
claim, take into consideration the rent at which such holding had 
been held, and any benefits which the tenant may have received 
20 from his landlord in consideration expressly or impliedly of the 
improvements made. 

2. — (1) A tenant of a holding who is quitting it voluntarily 
shall not be entitled to any compensation in respect of any 
improvement when it appears to the court that such tenant has 
25 been given by his landlord permission which, in the opinion of the 
court, is reasonable, to dispose of his interest in his improvements 
to an incoming tenant, upon such terms as the court may deem 
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reasonable, and the tenant lias refused or neglected to avail himself 
of such permission. 

(2) A tenant shall not be entitled to any compensation in 
respect of any improvement, made either before or after the pausing 
of this Act, which the landlord had undertaken to make, except in 5 
cases where the landlord has failed to perform his undertaking 
within the time agreed on between him and the tenant, or 
within a time which, in the opinion of the court, is a reasonable 
time. 

3. — (1) Where a tenant of a holding proposes, after the 10 
pdSsuKj of this Act, to make improvements in his holding, he shall 
(lend to his landlord notice, in the preserihed manner, of his inten- 
tion to make such improvements, together with a specification or 
plan of the proposed improvements, and if the landlord does not 
within one month after the receipt of the notice send notice of 15 
objection, in the prescribed manner, to the tenant, the tenant 
may proceed to make the proposed improvements ; but if the 
landlord sends such notice objecting to all or any of the improve- 
ments, the tenant may, in the prescribed manner, apply to the 
court, and the court may, if it thinks fit, sanction all or any of 20 
the proposed improvements, making such modifications in the 
specification or plan as the court thinks fit. 

(2) A tenant shall not be entitled to claim compensation in 
respect of any improvements made after the passing of this Act 
unless he has given notice thereof under this section, and (in ease 25 
the landlord has given notice of objection thereto) the improve- 
ments have been sanctioned by the court : Provided that where 
any sanitary authority under the Public Health (Ireland) Acts or 
the Housing of the Working Classes Acts, requires the owner or 
occupier to make any improvements or execute any works in the 30 
holding, the occupier, upon the landlord’s default, may make or 
execute, without any notice to the landlord, such improvements 
or works, and such improvements or works shall be deemed to 
be improvements witbiu the meaning of this Act. 

4. Inhere, in the case of any holding, there are several 33 
persons standing in the relation to each other of landlord and 
tenant, the following provisions shall apply : — - 

Any mesne landlord against whom a claim arises under this 
Act shall, at the end of his term, he entitled to claim com- 
pensation against his immediate landlord in like manner 40 
and on the same conditions as if he had himself made the 
improvements in question. 
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C0MPENSi.TI05f POE, DISTURBANCE. 

5.— (1) Wlien tlie tenant of anj holding held hy him under a 
tenancy created before or after the passing of this Act is disturbed 
in his holding by the Act of the laudland, he shall be entitled 
5 (in addition to any compensation for improTOments) to such 
compensation for the loss (including the loss of goodwill) which 
the court shall find to be 'sustained by him by reason of q^uittiiig 
his holding, to be paid by the landlord, as the court may think 
just, so that the sum awarded does nob exceed the scale following, 
10 that is to say ; — 

Where the rent is fifty ])ounds or under ^ a sum not exceeding 
ten yearns rent : 

Where the rent is above fifty pounds and does not exceed 
one hundred pounds^ a sum not exceeding five years' rent : 

16 Where the rent is above one hundred pounds and does not 
exceed two hundred pounds, a sum not exceeding four 
years' rent: 

Where the rent is above tioo Imndi'ed pounds, a sum not 
exceeding three years' rent. 

20 Provided that — 

[a) Out of any moneys payable to the tenant under this 
section all sums due to the landlord from the tenant 
or his predecessors in title in respect of rent may 
he deducted by the landlord, and also any taxes 
payable by the tenant due in respect of the liolding 
and not recoverable by him from the landlord : 

(5) A tenant of a holding under a lease made after the 
passing of this Act, and granted for a term certain 
of not less than itvo hiind?'ed years, shall not be 
entitled to any compensation under this section: 

(c) Ejectment for non-payment of rent shall not he deemed 
disturbance of tbe tenant by act of the landlord : 
Provided that, in tbe case of a person claiming 
compensation on the determination by ejectment 
for non-payment of rent of a tenancy existing at 
the time of the passing of this Act aud continuing 
to exist without alteration of rent up to the date 
of such determination, the court shall treat such 
ejectment as a disturbance if the court shall certify 
that the rent was an exorbitant rent. 


25 
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(2) For the purposes ol this section -where the holding is held 
at a rent of less than ten pounds, “ court ” shall mean the justices 
at petty sessions. 

(3) Kules regulating the procedure at potty sessions in cases 
of claims made under this section shall bo made by the Lord 5 
Lieutenant in Council. 

Enpeanchisismen'j,' of Tenancies. 

6. — (1) Where any tenant of any holding entitled in actual 
possession under a lease, or under a life lease, or under a tenancy 
from year to year which has continuously subsisted for five years iq 
before the time of making the application liercin-after mentioned, 
is, or, within ten years before tlie passing ol: this Act lias been, 
required, after the expiry of tlie lease or tiic dcterminatiou of the 
tenancy, as the case may be, to deliver up possession of his holding 
or to pay an increased rent therefor, he shall bo entitled to apply 15 
to the Court, iu the prescribed manner, to acquire the reversion in 
fee simple and eveiy intermediate intere.st (if any) in the holding, 
whereupon such redemption shall l)o eifected by payment of such 
capital sum as may he agreed upo:ii, or as, iu case ox difference, 
may he, after all parties interested have been heard, determined by 20 
the court, and the court shall direct the payment of such moneys 
to the person entitled thereto if there be only one sucli person, or, 
if there be more than one such person, then shall direct the 
apportionment and distribution of such moneys amongst the 
persons entitled thereto respectively, in the same manner (or as 25 
near thereto as circumstances may permit) as the court of the 
Irish Land Commission apportions and distributes the purchase 
moneys on sales, in that court, and tlic provisions of the Land 
Purchase Acts relating thereto shall apply accordingly witli the 
necessary modifications (if any), so far as they are not inconsistent 30 
with this Act: 

Provided always that such person shall be entitled to acquire 
any one estate in reversion only at one time and the other 
estate or estates in reversion -witluii three years from the last 
prior acquisition, but so nevertheless that the value of all the 35 
estates in reversion together (if there be more than one) shall be 
ascertained at one and the same time. 

(2) In determining the amount o:f the purchase money regal'd 
shall be had to the following directions : — 

(a) The pui'chase money shall be the sum which, in the 40 
opinion of the coui’t, is the saleable value of the 
interest or interests, as the case may be, to he 
acquired by the lessee: 
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(h) If the applicant or his predecessor in title shall hare made A.D. 1906 . 
improvements within the meaning of this Act, the — 
value of such improvements shall be ascertained in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act, and there- 
5 upon allowance shall he made for such value so 

ascertained in the assessment of the purchase money, 
and the allowance so ascertained shall he apportioned 
amongst the interests acq^uired (if more than one) as 
the court shall direct : 

10 (3) The lessee shall, within the prescribed time, pay the 

purchase money into court in the prescribed manner, and upon 
such payment he shall be entitled to a certificate of puroliase, 
specifying, in the prescribed form, the proceedings and deter- 
mination of the court, and the names and interests of the lessor 
15 and other persons (if any) to whom the prescribed notice was 
given; and such certificate shall operate as a conveyance or 
assignment, as the case may he, from the day of its date to the 
applicant of the interest, or all the interests, as the case may 
he, in such premises that was or were vested in such lessor 
20 or other persons (if any) at the date of the application or of the 
ascertainment of the purchase money. 

(4) The right to acquire such reversions as aforesaid shall he 
incapable of being suspended, modified, released, or extinguished. 

(5) Upon the service by the lessee or the lessor, in the 
25 prescribed form of a notice of intention to exercise the powers 

conferred by this section, which notice the tenant is hereby 
required to give, the lessor and all other persons (if any) who 
appear to have a beneficial interest in the holding shall each, 
within the prcscril^ed time and after the service of the prescribed 
30 notices, deliver, in the prescribed form, particulars of his interest 
in the holding, the amount of the purchase money he claims 
for the same, and an abstract of his title to his reversion and a 
verification of such title : and the lessee, if requested to do so, 
sbnll in like manner deliver to the lessor and any other person 
35 appearing to he beneficiallv entitled as aforesaid an abstract 
of his title to the lease, and shall verify such title. 

(6) Where it appears that the title of the lessor or other 
person claiming or' reputed to he beneficially interested in the 
holding cannot, in the opinion of the court, be expeditiously 

40 deduced or proved, the court shall upon being satisfied that the 
lessor or his predecessor in title or other person claiming to have 
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a superior interest in the said holding has been in the actual 
receipt of the rent"; reseiTed by the lease for the twelve years 
immediately preceding the application to the court, be empowered 
to make an order conveying or assigning (as the case may he) 
tlie holding to the lessee, subject to the payment of the purchase 6 
money into court. 

(7) In any case in which the Court shall be satisfied that a 
lease made within twenty years previous to the passing of this 
Act contains terms which, in the opinion of the Court, are, 
having I’egard to the provisions of this Act, unreasonable and 10 
unfair to the tenant or sub-tenant, as the case may he, the Court 
shall, upon the application, in the prescribed form, of the tenant 

or sub-tenant, declare such lease to be void as and from the 
date of the application or order, upon such terms as to costs as 
to the Court shall seem just ; and thereupon the tenant or sub- 15 
tenant, as the case may be, shall be deemed to be in the same 
position for the purposes of this Act, and entitled to the same 
rights under this Act, as if the lease had expired. 

(8) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (7) of this section, 
the costs of the lessor in connection with the application to 20 
the court and any other proceedings under this section up to 
the payment of the purchase money shall be paid and borne 

in the same manner (or as near thereto as circumstances shall 
permit), as the costs are borne an.d paid on sales in the court of 
the Irish Land Commission. 25 

7. The lessee may agree with the lessor and all other persons 
(if any) who are beneficially interested in the holding and any 
tenant for life or person having the powers of a tenant for life 
nnder any settlement comprising or affecting the holding to 
ac<iuire his or their interests by purchase, and in the case of 30 
any such tenant for life or person having the powers of a tenant 
for life it shall not he necessary, notwithstanding the provisions 

of the Settled Land Act, 1884, to obtain the leave or sanction of 
the High Court of Justice to such agreement, purchase, or sale. 

Miscellaneous Provisions. 36 

8. Por the purpose of the sale under the Irish Land Act, 
1903, of a holding to which this Act applies, sub-section (3) of 
section fifteen of the said Act shall not apply. 

9* (^) ^here an order is made on the owner under section 
one hundred and ten of the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, 40 
no rent shall be recoverable by the owner from the tenant, nor 
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shall the tenant bo liable to ejectment, as from the date of the A-D- 1906. 
complaint on which the order is made unless and until compliance — 
is made with such order : Provided that, if such order is not 
complied with, within the time limited thereby, the sanitary 
5 authority shall themselves forthwith execute such order and 
collect and continue to collect the rent from the tenant in the 
name of the owner until the cost of executing the order shall 
have been recouped : Provided also that every such order shall 
specify the nature and cost of the works proposed to be executed. 

10 (2) The proviso in the said section one hundred and ten shall, 

for the purposes of this section, be read and construed, as if after 
the word premises, where that word first occurs, there were 
inserted the words or where the executive sanitary ofi&oer certifies 
“ that the premises are dangerous to health or unfit for human 
15 “ habitation.” 

(3) Where such an order as aforesaid is made, the owner may 
require the sanitary authority to purchase liis interest in the said 
premises, and the sanitary authority may purchase the same 
accordingly, and for the purposes of such purchase and the disposal 
20 of the property tlier(d)y acquired, the provisions of the Housing of 
the Working Classes Act, 1890, relating to the ascertainment of 
the compensation to be paid for premises situate in an xmhealthy 
area, the raising of expenses, the demolition of premises, and the 
disposal of land acquired for the purposes of improvement schemes, 

25 shall apply as if such purchase were made in pursuance of a scheme 
under the said Act. 

10. Any contract made by a tenant, wlietlier before or after Proliibition 
the passing of this Act, by virtue of which he would he, directly contract- 
or indirectly, deprived of his right to obtain compensation under “ 

30 this Act shall bo void. 

11. — (1) Tito court for the determination of all matters under jurisdiction 
this Act shall, Gxcc})t where otherwise, expressly provided, bo the county 
the (sounty court of the administrative county or county borough 

in which the holding in question is situate. 

36 (2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, rules for regulating 

proceedings in a county court under tlais Act may he made in 
accordance with the County Courts (Ireland) Acts, 1851 to 1889, 
and such rules may (inter alia) provide for — 

{a) the manner in, and the time within, which notice under 
this Act shall be served : 

[ 12 .] B 
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(S) the maimer in which notices, orders, and other dooaments 
under this Act may bo authenticated ; 

(e) (subject to the prorisions of this Act) the particulars 
to he inserted in any notice to any person or in any 
application to or order made by the Court under this 5 
Act. 

12. Section twenty-one of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) 

Act, 1870, shall, so far as it Ls applicable, apply to proceedings 
in respect of claims under this Act. 

13. The holdings to which this Act applies are houses, 10 
shops, and other buildings occupied either for residential or for 
business purposes, or partly for residential and partly for business 
purposes. 

14. The following expressions in this Act shall have the 
meanings herein-after respectively assigned to them (that is to 15 
say) 

“Landlord” shall have the same meaning as in section one 
of the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1860 ; 

“ Owner ” shall have the same meaning as in section two of 
the Public Health (Ireland), Act, 1878 ; 20 

“Tenant” shall mean any person entitled in actual possession 
to the holding under any lease or life lease, or contract 
of tenancy, whether the interest of such tenant shall 
have been acq^uired by original contract, lawful assign- 
ment, bequest, devise, or act and operation of law, and 25 
includes any person entitled in actual possession to the 
equity of redemption in a lease or a life lease, subject 
to a mortgage, and, where the holding is comprised in 
or effected by a settlement, includes the tenant for life 
or the person having the powers of a tenant for life 30 
under such settlement ; 

“liCase” means a lease, under-lease, assignment operating as 
a lease or under-lease, or an agreement for such lease, 
under-lease, or assignment ; 

“ Life lease ” means a lease or an agreement for a lease for 35 
years determinable on the expiration of a life or lives, 
or a grant or an agreement for a grant for a life or 
lives ; 

“Mortgage” includes any form of security for money; 
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“ Settloment, and “ tenant for life ” have the same meanings A D. 1906 . 

respectively as in the Settled Land Acts, 1882 and 1884; 

“ Eeversions ” inolnde remainders ; 

“ Enlcs” include forms. 

5 “Prescribed” means by rules to be made by the rule making 
authority constituted by this Act. 

16. Improvements by a landlord or tenant on any holding Registration 
may be registered in tlio manner provided by section six of the ™P™'v- 
Laudlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, but the court in -whioh 

10 the improvements may be registered shall be the court within the 
meaning of this Act, and the said section for the purposes of this 
section shall be deemed to be incorporated in this Act. 

16. This Act shall come into operation on the passing Conunence- 
thereof. meat of Act. 

15 17. This Act may bo cited as the Town Tenants (Leland) Short title. 

Act, 1906. 
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